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I. Off the Beaten Pathé.. Bahía de Caráquez, Ecuador 

 

Bahia de Caráquez is a small quaint city which boasts an ancient rich cultural history with 
tourism infrastructure that can satisfy the needs of national and international travelers that 
look for not too known spectacular getaways. Small hotels, wide avenues and streets lined 
with palm trees with a promenade that overlooks the Bay and the Pacific Ocean make this 
a very nice and authentic historical port city to enjoy. Almost 5 Centuries ago, Spanish 
galleons lined the inner entrance of the bay, now sailboats from sailors around the world 
reach this area for a pleasant stay. 

I.1 History  

The bay of Bahia de Caráquez was first named by Francisco Pizarro in 1532 as Bahia de 
Caraque on his last voyage down the coast to finally reach and capture the last Incan ruler 
named Atahualpa.  

Bahia is known to be the gateway and birthplace of the Ecuadorian nationality. The first 
Ecuadorian historian, the Jesuit priest, Juan de Velasco writes that to the region of Bahia 
de Caráquez, a nation arrived aboard rafts that came from the land where the sun sets. 
This nation was called the ñCarasò and their leader was named ñShyriò, which meant in 
their language ñLord of Allò.  They founded their capital here in this area and named it 
ñCaraò.  
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This is supposedly a legend handed down by oral tradition, which was written in the first 
history book back in 1789, and there are to the moment not known archaeological 
evidence that this actually happened, but the excavations and modern investigations point 
this area to have had more than 5000 years of continued occupation. Also the maritime 
culture named Bahia (500 B.C. to 500 A.D.), and the Manteño Culture (500 A.D. to time of 
contact-1526-32), were known as the ñPhoenicians of the Americasò. They traveled as far 
south to Chile and as far north towards Mexico, trading a ritually important seashell 
(Spondylus, the red thorny oyster) for gold, silver and other important trade items. The 
cultural manifestations with abundant evidence of beautiful pottery are known to have 
been one of Ecuadorôs finest. 

 

(Flights daily from Quito to Manta) 
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