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I. Off the Beaten Pathé.. Bahía de Caráquez, Ecuador 

 

Bahia de Caráquez is a small quaint city which boasts an ancient rich cultural history with 
tourism infrastructure that can satisfy the needs of national and international travelers that 
look for not too known spectacular getaways. Small hotels, wide avenues and streets lined 
with palm trees with a promenade that overlooks the Bay and the Pacific Ocean make this 
a very nice and authentic historical port city to enjoy. Almost 5 Centuries ago, Spanish 
galleons lined the inner entrance of the bay, now sailboats from sailors around the world 
reach this area for a pleasant stay. 

I.1 History  

The bay of Bahia de Caráquez was first named by Francisco Pizarro in 1532 as Bahia de 
Caraque on his last voyage down the coast to finally reach and capture the last Incan ruler 
named Atahualpa.  

Bahia is known to be the gateway and birthplace of the Ecuadorian nationality. The first 
Ecuadorian historian, the Jesuit priest, Juan de Velasco writes that to the region of Bahia 
de Caráquez, a nation arrived aboard rafts that came from the land where the sun sets. 
This nation was called the ñCarasò and their leader was named ñShyriò, which meant in 
their language ñLord of Allò.  They founded their capital here in this area and named it 
ñCaraò.  
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This is supposedly a legend handed down by oral tradition, which was written in the first 
history book back in 1789, and there are to the moment not known archaeological 
evidence that this actually happened, but the excavations and modern investigations point 
this area to have had more than 5000 years of continued occupation. Also the maritime 
culture named Bahia (500 B.C. to 500 A.D.), and the Manteño Culture (500 A.D. to time of 
contact-1526-32), were known as the ñPhoenicians of the Americasò. They traveled as far 
south to Chile and as far north towards Mexico, trading a ritually important seashell 
(Spondylus, the red thorny oyster) for gold, silver and other important trade items. The 
cultural manifestations with abundant evidence of beautiful pottery are known to have 
been one of Ecuadorôs finest. 

 

(Flights daily from Quito to Manta) 
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II. CasaGrande 

CasaGrande is the starting point for all the nature and adventure trips Bahía de 

Caráquez has to offer. A place for a quiet stay, to taste the delicious sea food, to 

ease your senses at the endless beaches, to learn about archeological sites that 

speak about a splendorous past and of ancient cultures, to observe fauna and flora 

with a great biodiversity and to walk through a Tropical dry forest; are some of the 

activities you'll be able to do in one of Ecuador's most attractive and quiet cities.  

II.1 Rates 

 

 
All rates include breakfast & WiFi.   

Not includeéLunch and Dinners in restaurant are 15 
USD(tax included), and consists in Starter, Main Dish & 

Dessert. (Juice included) 

* Rates are for 2 persons per 
room, additional persons will pay: 

20 USD each, 
Children under 12, 15 USD each 

(per night) 

Rooms Beds 
Max. 
Cap.* 

A/C 
Cable

TV  
Private 

Bath 
Hot 

Water 
Extras 

Rates 
USD 

Rates 
Plus 

Taxes 

Nº 1 
Suite 

1 King 2 V  V  V  V  Jacuzzi $90 $109.80 

Nº 2 
Blue Room 

2 Dobles 4 V  V  V  V   $85 $103.70 

Nº 3  
Ocean 
Terrace 

1 Queen +1 
single o 3 
singles 

3 V  V  V  V   $85 $103.70 

Nº 4  
V Room 

1 Queen 2 V  V  V  V   $85 $103.70 

Nº 5 
Garden 
Terrace 

2 Twins 4 V  V  V  V   $85 $103.70 

Nº 6 
Patio Room 

1 Queen 2 V  V  V  V   $65 $79.30 

Nº 7 
Patio Room 

1 Queen 2 V  V  V  V   $65 $79.30 
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II.2 Our Hotel   
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II.3 Rooms 
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III. Chirije 

Beautiful secluded archaeological site with beachfront bungalows. Investigated by 
archaeologists and anthropologists like Emilio Estrada, Dr. Douglas Ubelaker of the 
Smithsonian Institution of Washington D.C. and Jean-Francois Bouchard of the CNRS of 
France (pre-Colombian art professor of the Museum of Louvre of Paris). It has an onsite 
museum and 240 hectares of Dry Tropical Forest on the Pacific Ocean, only 15 kilometers 
south of Bahia de Caráquez on the beach.  

 

III.1 Rates 

 

 
All rates include breakfast & transfers, Casa 

Grande ï Chirije. Chirije ï Casa Grande.  
Does not include: Lunch and Dinners in 

restaurant have additional prices 15 USD(tax 
included), and consists in Starter, Main Dish & 

Dessert. (Juice included) 

* Rates are for 2 persons per 
cabin, additional persons will 

pay: 20 USD each, 
Children under 12, 15 USD each 

(per night) 

 

Cabin/ 
Bungalow 

Max 
Cap* 

Beds 
Bathrooms 
 

Rates 
USD 

Including 
12% IVA and 
10% Service  

Breakfast 
included 

Hot 
wáter. 
Solar 
Panel 

Nº 1 3 
 1 single first 
floor, 2 singles 2nd 
floor 

       1 $65 $79.30 V  V  

Nº 2 6 

One Queen first 
floor, 1 single on 
first floor,  3 
singles 2nd floor 

       2 $85 $103.70 V  V  

Nº 3  
Room 1 

2 1 double bed        1 $85 $103.70 V  V  

Nº 3  
Room 2 

2 1 double bed        1 $80 $97.60 V  V  

Nº 3  
Room 3 

6 
3 double beds 
2nd floor 

       1 $85 $103.70 V  V  

Nº 4 2-4 2 double beds        2 $85 $103.70 V  V  

Nº 5  
Suite 

2 
1 Queen bed, if 
required 1 single 
could be added  

       1 $90 $108 V  V  



 
10 

 

III.2 Chirije Pictures 
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III.3 Rooms 
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III.4 Museum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you decide to stay in CasaGrande Boutique Hotel, we can arrange a half 

day or full day expedition to Chirije for you. We highly recommend   a visit to 

this beautiful site.   
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IV.  BDT Expeditions 

IV.1 Isla Corazon 

This island is located inside the protected Chone River estuary, just 30 minutes 
from Bahia by boat. The island is formed by mangroves which are used by a 
significant variety of seabirds as their nesting area. Isla Corazon hosts one of the 
largest colonies of Frigate birds in the South Pacific. The island is also a privileged 
habitat, in which more than 50 different bird species have been registered. This 
makes for GREAT BIRDWATCHING.                                                              

 

 Passengers  

 1 2 3 4 5 10 16 

Price per Person USD $94 $54 $37 $30 $27 $22 $24 

 

Includes: 

�x Bilingüal Marine Biologist as your Guide. 

�x Eco-Tricycle ride to the pier enjoying the view of the estuary. 

�x Panga ride from Bahía to Portovelo. 

�x Canoe ride through the Mangrove tunnels with a native guide. 

�x Visit to one of the largest Frigate Bird Colonies on the South Pacific 

larger  than the one in the Galapagos archipelago. 

�x Visit the Mangrove Trail and enjoy lunch with seasonal fruits. 

�x Return to Bahía´s pier.  

�x Total travel time: approximately 4 hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






















